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Labelling, certification and the implementation of human rights: interests and limits of ethical sourcing, fair trade, labelling of NGOs and other

The case of Transparency International – Forum against corruption

Philippe Lévy, Chairman Transparency Switzerland (Berne)

1. To live in a society without corruption is a human right (irrespective of the cultural environment)

2. Corruption is endemic and everywhere; it is the case of people (public officials, managers etc) abusing their position wherever there is easy money to be made

3. Small-scale ("petty") and "grand" corruption

4. The costs of corruption:

· for the poor

· for the political system (taxpayers, democratic structures etc)

· for enterprises

· for the consumers

· for the environment

· for investors

5. Preventive and curative (i.e. sanctions) measures addressing both bribe "givers" and bribe "takers"

6. Avoiding corruption is part of good governance efforts achieving transparency to the largest possible extent

7. Achieve a broader application of criminal law by "criminalizising" corruption in all its forms 

8. Black lists as a tool to dissuade enterprises to have recourse to corruption

9. Anti-corruption Ombudspersons within international and national admini-strations, enterprises, NGOs

10. Integrity schemes ("no-bribery pledge"), TI's up-coming "Business principles for countering bribery" as an encouragement to self-regulation, prospects for labelling and certification

11. Protection of "whistleblowers"

12. Links with organised crime, terrorism, money laundering, monopolistic behaviour etc

13. Commitment at the top is decisive, both in the public and the private sectors a "compliance culture" must be developed

14. The role of Transparency International (and its 80 national chapters)

· raise awareness

· strengthen the legal and policy framework

· assist in the implementation of laws and policies

· favour coalition-building between government, business, academia and civil society

· avoid focusing on "name giving" 

15. The struggle against corruption is part of the broader goal of creating more effective, fair and efficient government and enterprise. Reforms help to raise standards of living for the poor and greater respect for the human rights 

*      *      *      *      *
Research instruments produced by Transparency:

1. "Global Corruption Report" (annually)

2. TI Source Book 2000

3. Corruption Perception Index (annually)

4. Bribe Payers Index (every third year)

5. Transparency Switzerland Bulletin (3 times a year)

6. www.transparency.org (Transparency international)

7. www.transparency.ch (Transparency Switzerland)

