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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This presentation will start by describing the failure of Prepcoms of the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD, or Johannesburg Summit).  In 
particular, limits to  $B!H (Bgovernance from above $B!I (B based on governmental 
negotiations will be pointed out, whereas emergence of  $B!H (Bgovernance from 
below $B!I (B based on citizens and NGOs will be identified. 

Nevertheless, it will be argued that both citizens and NGOs cannot fully 
utilize their potential power, as they are too scattered with each other. 
One of the keys to overcome its weakness is a network. 

The presentation will identify three important movements to be networked 
with each other.  The first one is  $B!H (Bdevelopment from within $B!I (B movement. 
 $B!H (BDevelopment from within $B!I (B is one of the keys to solve poverty without 
degrading the environment in developing countries.  It facilitates people to 
be a centre of their own development by respecting and being based on local 
values, cultures and traditions, rather than imposing western style of 
development on them from above. 

The second one is  $B!H (Beco-village $B!I (B.  It is a movement mainly in developed 
countries, which tries to retrieve  $B!H (Brichness $B!I (B in mind rather than material 
wealth through living simply in nature based on agriculture and 
self-sufficiency.  The last one is  $B!H (Bglobal citizenship education $B!I (B.  It is 
a public-awareness movement in developed countries, facilitating people in 
the North to understand  $B!H (BAs developed countries are rich, developing 
countries are inevitably poor $B!I (B or  $B!H (BThe root cause of environmental 
degradation lies in developed countries $B!I (B.  Through seminars and workshops, 
this movement tries to change values, consciousness and lifestyle of people 
in the North. 

Each movement both in the South and in the North is critical to make a 
difference.  However, it is not powerful enough.  Again, it is because each 
of them is isolated with each other.  If each network can network 
horizontally and vertically with each other, organic linkages among them can 
be formed, which gives people more power and courage, leading to create a 
driving force to change the current society. 

The presentation will further show another crucial elements for networking 
for a creation of another governance.  They are  $B!H (BWorld Parliament $B!I (B, 
 $B!H (BUnited Global Citizens $B!I (B and  $B!H (BGlobal People $B!G (Bs Assembly 
$B!I (B. 

 $B!H (BWorld Parliament $B!I (B is one of the alternative ways of world governance, 
deriving from the experience that USA became one state.  This idea makes 
much of institutions and constitutions, which could be called another form 
of  $B!H (Bgovernance from above $B!I (B.  On the other hand,  $B!H (BUnited Global 
Citizens $B!I (B 
is a good example of  $B!H (Bgovernance from below $B!I (B, which facilitates general 
public to understand the importance of networking with each other for a 
collective action including worldwide not-buying movement to make a 
difference.   $B!H (BGlobal People $B!G (Bs Assembly $B!I (B can be described as 
being in 
between the two, trying to connect grassroots movements to global issues and 
institutions and vice versa. 

World Civil Society Forum can play a critical role to connect these 
alternatives of governance, especially together with  $B!H (BGlobal People $B!G (Bs 
Assembly $B!I (B.  It could link  $B!H (Bgovernance from above $B!I (B or  $B!H 
(BWorld Parliament $B!I (B 
with  $B!H (Bgovernance from below $B!I (B or  $B!H (BUnited Global Citizens $B!I (B 
for the purpose 
of a creation of alternative governance of the people, by the people, for 
the people. 

Through networking these crucial movements and alternative thinking of 
governance, there will be a chance for all of us to change the world from an 
unsustainable society in conflict and war to a sustainable one in peace and 
harmony.  Therein lies the importance of the World Civil Society Forum. 

