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ABSTRACT:

The world after September 11th, 2001, has placed all previous notions of global governance into question. The underlying assumptions of the past have been that poverty is a permanent feature of the international landscape, that terrorist activities will always be confined to particular groups within particular geographical regions, and that nuclear weapons will never be used by the United States. The fact is that we live in a world of exclusionary forms of governance and exclusionary states characterized by fragmented civil societies, shifting political coalitions, short term policies, and the practice of "rule by law" in place of the "rule of law." 

The realities of exclusionary governance have turned global poverty into a breeding ground for terrorism and discontent. In turn, the threat of terrorism has unleashed a new doctrine of nuclear warfare in response. The Pentagon's new doctrine, contained in its own Nuclear Posture Review (NPR), has legitimated the idea that the United States can employ a limited nuclear weapons use capacity against non-nuclear nations.

A more constructive strategy would be to advance a strategy of global governance which is inclusionary in nature, which advances the rule of law and condemns the practice of rule by law. For example, the United States should promote the passage and ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). Alternatively, the United States should formally reject the idea of the use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear nations as a prime example of exclusionary governance and a rejection of the rule of law.

Governing strategies for addressing the threat of terrorism and nuclear weapons must revolve around inclusionary policies, practices, and goals that protect and extend human rights in all realms. The right not to be exterminated by nuclear weapons must be accompanied by asserting socio-economic rights designed to combat poverty and political exclusion. Governing strategies for eliminating poverty will involve the expansion of political associations and institutions that must become more inclusionary or be created to be inclusionary.

In summary, inclusionary governing strategies are built upon the Algiers Declarations of the Rights of Peoples (1976), that represented an early effort by representatives of global society to mount a critique of exclusionary governance. In that regard, our contemporary concerns must be with mitigating and eventually eliminating the predatory features of global capitalism, as expressed through transnational market operations. In this respect, the Universal Declaration of Human rights was born as an aspirational document without obligatory character, but has evolved through practice and the Declaration on the Right of Development into a perspective that is now embodied in customary international law. It is the task of civil society, international law, and sovereign states to advance governing strategies that address the needs of the excluded poor, the social injustices that give rise to terrorist activities, and to expose the illegality of nuclear weapons.

By shifting priorities from war based-initiatives, both First and Third world states can begin to change their investments, their budgets, and their expenditures by severing their agendas from those of governing elites who see war and armaments as the only means to pursue a stable form of global governance. Hence, by disinvesting from programs such as National Missile Defense (NMD) and paying attention to the dangers of nuclear proliferation, it is possible to constructively engage the entire global community, NGOs, and the governing apparatus of states. By examining global poverty, terrorism, and nuclear weapon in conjunction with one another, it is possible to build a new approach to global governance by using the vehicle of inclusionary governance.
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