SUMMARY PANEL PRESENTATION

"DURBAN AND BEYOND : MOVING FORWARD WITH A VISION OF

RACE, GENDER AND CLASS EQUALITY"

PRESENTATION AT THE WORLD CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM, JULY 2002

In September 2001, members of civil society and governments, assembled in Durban, South Africa, to debate, negotiate and develop an action plan, towards ridding the world, of racism, xenophobia and related intolerance. The importance of this gathering and the gains made, are significant for communities of people, nations and races, who have been negatively impacted by racism, through the ages of Slavery, the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, and Colonization. The recognition of the Slave Trade as a crime against humanity, was a huge success for anti-racism activists the world over, coupled with the fact that the issues of reparations and compensation were put on the table and debated by governments. The momentum from Durban has spawned a renewed vigour among anti-racism activists, leading to the building solidarity and development of a global organization and action plan, to deal with key issues such as reparations and compensation.

This presentation will outline the significance of the 3"d World Conference Against Racism and the gains made. It will also advance an analysis of the actions to date, to move against this agenda, especially in the wake of the September 11, 2001 tragedy. Moving Forward will share with participants what is at stake, and the role that civil society and governments must play, in order for meaningful international solidarity and a transformation of the global architecture based on race, gender and class equality. It will offer a model of a civil society response for action, which makes sense.
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