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ABSTRACT

As being a modern youth, he not only possesses abundant knowledge and good virtue but the most important thing he has to develop a correct philosophy of life – the only purpose of life is to serve.  Nevertheless, he has to work aggressively and closely to live up with the vein of the era to contribute himself to his country and society. 

The serving philosophy of life builds on a loyal heart, caring the social activities, enthusiastic attitude, helping character, contributing himself at work and maintaining a perspective of “loving your country”, “caring your society”, and “treating the world’s business as your personal responsibility.”

The practice of the serving philosophy of life is to develop and expand your ability and talent.  A modern saying:” The youth has to develop the spirit of the age and turn the aggressiveness and responsibility into reality.

Our late President Chiang-Kai-Sek said to us: ”The purpose of life is to advance the life of the mankind, the significance of life is to create the endless lives of the universe.”  Therefore the youth should work hard to practice the philosophy of life of serving to reality.

1. Actively attend the school extracurricular activities to serve the schoolmates.

2. Aggressively to participate the public service work to develop the interest to serve the public.

3. In the upcoming career, fully develop the spirit of serving.

In addition, this article is also to discuss the contribution and the responsibility of the youth to the society.  If the youth maintains a correct serving philosophy of life, it will help to improve the circumstance of the society and to relief the violence to peace, to lead our society to rationality and harmony.
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1. Introduction

In this modern world, the direction of our country and society is to confront conflicts or harmony? The relationship among people is to fight with each other or cooperate together? The future development of mankind is to choose war or peace? Therefore, being a contemporary youth, it is completely an important responsibility to achieve the challenging missions in this uncertain age.

2. To be an outstanding youth, the most important qualities required are as follows:

(1) Abundant knowledge: “Knowledge is power.”  One man who is smart and wise, must own rich knowledge.  However, knowledge is not born naturally.  It is required your continuous efforts and endlessly urge yourself to learn and to input at any time and at any place so as to build up a good habit of learning. In the meantime, while you go after pursuing the knowledge, you need to train yourself continuously to think independently and keep up a good habit of independent thinking and judgement. 

(2) Good virtue: virtue represents one’s moral character. If you owns good and excellent moral character, you must be a “somebody” who deserved to be respected and not a “nobody”. Therefore, a man’s virtue might as well influence the whole society. The society is heading to the violence or harmony, which completely counts on everyone’s good moral character. And this impact is rather critical to all.

(3) Keep a wide-open heart and a great dream: When we are able to distinguish the good and the bad, the right and the wrong, we realize that the growth of life is to do good deeds to benefit all mankind. Look around us, there are many people need to be cared and to be loved, when they are helpless and when they encounter the unfair and the injustice. So the contemporary youth seems the symbol and the incarnation of “fair and justice”, who owns a wide-open heart to love his country and care about his society and owns a great dream to achieve all challenges and to do good deeds to benefit the whole world.

(4) Maintain a correct philosophy – the main purpose of life is to serve:

Certainly, “serving” is the highest value of life. It is the basic motivation to improve and enrich the constant relationship among people. Through cooperation and coordination, we benefit with each other. Try to think: in life pursue, is there anything more valuable than ”sacrificing” and “contributing”? Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen said to us: ”One must pursue to accomplish great business but not to ranking officials”(1). It tells that we the “youth” need to keep the ambition to serve the people and to achieve the greatest goodness and happiness for the whole mankind. Nevertheless, young men must actively and aggressively work together to create a new world and a new age, and closely live up with the vein of the era to contribute himself to his country and his society.

3. Building Up the Serving Philosophy of Life 

  When we realize the importance of “the serving philosophy of life”, then, how to   

  Practice?               

(1) Serving represents an honor and a responsibility. In our daily life, there are hundreds of errands to do. No matter those business are important or minor or even small errands, we, in any place and at any time, must treat it with a responsible attitude to achieve to the best. Generally speaking, we all treat our own business as the first priority because it relates to our own benefit. We all aggressively do it without hesitation. So, it won’t be any problems and difficulties. However, when it deals with the company business or public business, it might be a complete different attitude.  After all, people treat company business or public business as “your business” not “mine”. It has nothing to do with my own benefit. So no enthusiasm shows. And some people will just let the company business lie there or even never touch it. In this way, we may say it is absolutely unaccountable. When someone is in trouble and needs your help, what will you think first? If I help him, eventually will be repaid or will I get any favor from him? In another words, if no repay and no favor received, there is no way for me to give him a hand. So from this kind of realistic thinking in this critical world, it is not strange at all. Some one will always show a face of willing to help but actually he is expecting something in return. I think this corrupted and disguised attitude will not be accepted any way. It is completely distinguished from the attitude of enthusiasm and willingness to serve the people. Only try to complete the work and never ask for repay and favor. Young men are energetic, dynamic and active in the society. So honestly and loyally contribute yourself to those who need help and serve the society. It is just an honor and responsibility to go for it. It deserves applauds and praises

(2) “Serving” in the reality is a kind of sacrifice and contribution.  Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen once said: ”Managing people’s business is politic”(2). The politic that Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen mentioned is a kind of enhancement of serving. To serve will never ask for repay. It will not be disguised by your personal feeling. Nevertheless, look up the history up to now, every single great man all treats the serving philosophy a sacrifice and contribution. From the above points of view on “serving”, we realize that the serving philosophy counts on honesty, enthusiasm and wide-open heart, and to care what’s happening around us at any time, and loyal to people and friends and willing to help, to sacrifice and contribute completely at work, and keep an attitude to love our country and to care our society and to treat all public business as our own. I would like to give you a practical example, a young university student, not only should be active in class, but also required to be active in extracurricular organizations and clubs. Generally, the club officers who serve at the school extracurricular activities, all work with no pay. They all serve the clubs or the organizations with enthusiasm, with the attitude of serving without pay. However, the school social clubs and organizations are all non-profitable. Some of the club officers will realize that it is a great challenge to serve the organization without pay or not even a favor as return. So reluctant enthusiasm shows once a while and the willingness to keep on serving the organization will become less and less.

(3) Professional Service: in this contemporary world, knowledge always comes first. Therefore, it is desperately required “professional service” knowledge, which means “know-how” at all walks of lives. For better quality of service and for a solid form of service, the expertise on “professional service” becomes more important and realistic in this modern, fast-moving society. And it is a “fashion” or a “must” to develop the “know-how” of “professional service” becomes more important and realistic in this modern, fast-moving society. And it is a “fashion or a “must” to develop the “know-how” of “professional service” nowadays. Emile Durkheim, the famous sociologist brought out a new theory of “Division of social work” (3).  He believes in this challenging, changing, fast-moving and various developing society, the expertise on each profession is obviously becoming more and move important and needed. After all, young men born in this age must learn to live up with the ability to keep the expertise on your profession. When we confidently provide our professional service and expertise, we will receive people’s respect and trust. There is a commercial quote “Trust me, you can make it”. That’s the confident attitude, when young men provide his professional service.

4. What is the Serving Philosophy of Life ?

A. Life and the significance of the philosophy of life

(1) What is life? It can be the little things of living and it also can be the ambition and the practice of creating and building your own career and business.

(2) The significance of the philosophy of life. It is the perspective of life. It is the outlook of life. Everyone may come up with his own philosophy of life. Some may7 be aggressive, ambitious and enthusiastic but some may be aimless, depressed and hopeless. From the research on the philosophy of life, we hope that everyone is able to treat his life in a positive attitude and cherish the value of life and the significance, and by all means, to go after a happy and ideal life.

B. The Form of the Philosophy of Life.

You may wonder how the philosophy of life is forming? Is it the inheritance ever since we were born? Or is it influenced by the outside surrounding and environment?  As to my personal experience and understanding, the outside influence is more countable than the natural born inheritance. Due to the complicated and confusing society, any minor fact may influence or change one’s philosophy of life. Therefore, we are trained to touch the goods things to avoid the bad and harmful influence around us, so as to bring up the brightness of life and we all have a healthy philosophy of life.

C. The Types of the philosophy of Life:

(1) To enjoy at any time: The one who owns this kind of philosophy of life, pursues the happiness and enjoyment just in from of him including the mental and the physical and the material, and escapes away from the bitterness and the hardship. We may say this type of man is to “get drunk whenever he has wine on hand.”

(2) Aggressive, enthusiastic, creative and ambitious philosophy of life: Those who own this type of philosophy always are positive to the significance and the value of life. They are optimistic, diligent, hard-working, energetic and positive to their lives. Even if they encounter trouble and frustration, they just fight harder to the success. Not a single failure can defeat them. This is the most aggressive philosophy of life.

(3) Self-destructive philosophy of life: This type of man believes that there is only bitterness and hardship in the world. They kill the value of life. They believe the more developed the society is becoming, the more bitter living we survive in this society. The only way out is to commit suicide. So they become more negative and pessimistic of life.

(4) The philosophy of life of evading the reality: Those who believe this type of philosophy are very pessimistic. They believe life is just like the passing clouds. The fame, fortune, high-ranking officials all means nothing when you die. Therefore, it is useless to pursue a better life. The best way is to hide in the mountain to live a peaceful and calm life without desire and ambition. So you will see those monks who stay in the mountain are the type of man.

(5) The philosophy of life of rationalism: This type of philosophy is created by Aristotle who believes thatour desire and feeling can be controlled by rationality. The best thing of life is to pursue happiness and harmony. The rational way of living may create a power for men to pursue honor. The personal honor becomes the basis factor for a peaceful world.

5. Understand the philosophy of life of serving:

A. As Dr. Sun Yat-Sen taught us the “The first priority of life is to serve” and our late President Chiang Kai-Sek said to us “The aim of life is to advance the living of mankind and the significance of life is to create the endless lives of the universe.” Everyone should keep in mind to serve our country depending on our own ability.

B. To fulfill people’s wish and desire:

A country is formed by people and the both are always connected together, just like the flesh and the blood. People is the master of her county. So when government serve the people, they must consider to fulfill people’s wish and desire.

C. Turn the desire of power to the concept of responsibility:

If we all treat the desire of power too serious, it eventually may hurt people who work and live around us, however, it will become pretty serious to play with the law or the power. That’s why there is a saying “Power turns people rotten.” Actually, democratic politic is the responsible politic. Practicing public business is a kind of carry-on responsibility, but not to hold up the power. So we have to turn the desire of power to the concept of responsibility to serve the needed and to build up a wealthy and healthy society.

D. Job is life:

We are supposed to work for a living. Through hard-working, the spirit is beefed up and our potential is brought out. The spirit of working is high and aggressive. It creates the honor, the satisfaction and the significance. Finally, to serve the people is easy and worthwhile.

E. To better understand how to sacrifice the enjoyment and to enjoy the sacrifice:

In this 30 years of hard-working, contribution and sacrifice of every single one on this island – Taiwan, we made this island a progressive, prosperous, fast-developing country. Out sacrifice and contribution is paid-off.  WE are very proud and we earn the respect from all over the world.

6. The Guidelines of Serving the People:

A. The correct views of serving.

(1) The idea of how to be a good public servant.

Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen said: “Government officers are people’s servants.” Our constitution clearly mentioned “The sovereignty is on the hands of the people.” The Government serves the people. It is just as a matter of course.

(2) To train the government officers to executive their business by law.

The three big rules of the democracy are “Power divided”, “Parliamentarism” and “The rule of Law and Institution”. The so-called democracy is built on the foundation of the system of laws and institution. The people is asked to comply with the law and the government is more supposed to execute business by law. It is the basis demand for public servant.

(3) Fully understand the work and the organization.

It is a basic demand to ask the government officers to confirm his work and the goal of his organization and to distinguish the difference between the measure and the goals. Do not confuse the both. The measures means the methods on how to do the work right at the first time. If we treat the measures at work as the goal, it certainly is ineffective and unproductive. For example, the government officers treat “execute business” as a measure or method and to “solve the problems” as his goal. Then he honestly serves the people’s needs.

(4) To reform.

When government officers execute business, they are asked to simplify their work and to discuss the practical rules and laws to see if there is anything or anywhere needed to be corrected and improved so as to reform.

(5) The spirit of respecting the organization as one unit.

The problem solving is not a one man job. The organization is a unit. The function of the organization is rather critical. To achieve a mission, it is a must to respect the organization as one unit. The power of the organization is countable and effective. Then the purpose of serving is fully effected.

B. Build Up a Good Attitude to Serve

(1) Fair and upright attitude.

There are many complaints and resentment received due to the unfair and injustice practice on public business of the government officers.  So to build up a fair and upright attitude while serving the people is rather important so as to ease the complaints and resentment.

(2) Polite and Honest Attitude

Politeness and honesty should be the twin. When someone is honest, he will naturally treat people polite and nice, which brings out his good character and quality. He will easily earn people’s respect and trust. There is a western saying: “Honesty is the best policy.” That’s the significance.

(3) To be Modest, Humble, Gentle, Amiable and Friendly

Arrogance is not easy to be accepted. There is a good example. When you shake a full bottle of wine, it is still and on the contrary when you shake a half full bottle, the wine is not still. So being modest is a good virtue. We all should learn to keep it. When someone is humble and modest, he must be gentle, amiable and friendly. He is easily to be accepted and respected.

(4) To Maintain a high spirit at work without complaints despite hardship and criticism.

At work, it can not be fair in your organization. If you are open-minded and maintain a high spirit to do your job without complaints despite hardship and criticism, you certain will earn trust and respect from your superiors and peers.(4)

7. The Practice of The Philosophy of Life of Serving.

The youth is the main force and the pillars of their country. When a young man has set up his future direction of his life, and build up his philosophy of life as serving. He should actually put in practice and fully develop his potential and abilities. Aggressively put the philosophy of life of serving in practice.

How to practice:

(1) To actively attend the extracurricular activities such as clubs and social service organizations to have a chance to fully serve the school fellows. There are many kinds of extracurricular activities at school. It not only helps physically and mentally, but also easily helps to grow your interests. As a matter of fact, if you are selected as the officer of the clubs or organization, you are able to learn the real experience on serving and self-training on how to serve the school fellows. You need to train yourself o keeping the highest enthusiasm on serving your school fellows because the post you take is without pay. After a while, your performance and your enthusiasm on serving will be highly evaluated and praisedd by your school fellows and teachers. If mot of the teachers and schoolmates praise on your performance that means you fully put service in practice. And you will receive respects from them and eventually become popular at the campus. Nowadays, the general young men are more realistic and practical. If there is no favor or nothing good in return , those service clubs are difficult to recruit voluntary officers to carry on the important mission on service. There are many school fellows only do good at class and keep a good school record but are not interested in taking part in the school extracurricular activities. They even think being elected as the class leader to serve the classmates is a tough and poor job. They just push away all possible opportunities to serve the classmates and schoolmates but to expect getting a high score or good record on examinations. This type of young men is desperately care about their score and school report but seldom willingly participate the extracurricular activities. However, there are some school fellows are too active taking part in extracurricular activities. They become careless about their school work. They are always absent-minded at lass and never take seriously about their examinations and school record but just crazily join all kinds of activities. Then what happened? They are doing poor at class and their school records are not acceptable at all. Therefore, it is very important to take good care of the both – the extracurricular activities and the school work. After all, you can fully develop yourself, extend your potential and train yourself to be a mature and outstanding young man.

(2) To aggressively participate the social public service work and maintain interested in public service. A young man not only should be sympathetic and responsible but also be helpful whenever it is needed.  When someone is in danger and helpless, you should just give a hand to help and do your best to solve their problems to fully extend the spirit of service. The best of life is to serve the people. Therefore, it is natural and practical for your man to take part in the public service work to help others. It is just very important and critical. “Youth is challenged by the age and the age is created by the youth.” For the betterment of our generation, we should put in practice of service and then elaborate our ambition to accomplish our goals. The young men actively and enthusiastically participate in the public service work. Our society will be lively, warm, healthy through the cooperation and coordination shoulder to shoulder of each other.

(3) Afterward when young men graduate from the school and joint the work force, you must do all you can to achieve the difficulties and accomplish the task and elaborate the spirit of service. When you graduate from school, you must work hard to practice what you have learned at school and make efforts to combine the knowledge to the reality especially at your work. Late President Chian-Kai-Sek told that “The aim of life is to advance the life of the mankind, the significance of life is to create the endless lives of the universe.” The young men should bear in mind to strive for improvement and progress, to meet the challenges lying ahead of you, to actually put the philosophy of life of service in real practice and keep a principle of “to serve others is to help yourself” at any place and any time. So our society will be full of hope and there is a brighter future for our country.

Conclusion:

In all the young men bear in mind a correct philosophy of life of serving, it will help to improve the general environment of our society which now is full of violence, disorder, confusion and turmoil. The young men are the main force to turn violence, confusion, disorder into order, peace and harmony. Nevertheless, young men are critical to the improvement and the development of our society. All in all, what are the responsibilities and contribution for young men to bear in mind?

(1) Change the environment:

The environment means critical and important for our existence. When the society is violent, full of criminals, confused, disorder, immoral and insecure, it is rather tough and difficult to accomplish anything. So it is the responsibility for young men to bring out the good moral character and keep the spirit of serving others to transform the society from violence to peace, disorder to order, confusion to harmony so that our next generation will be able to survive in an excellent living society. And the young men should aggressively contribute themselves at work and at the society. It is the first important mission.

(2) Exalt and glorify the justice:

The justice is coming from the heart. Nowadays everyone is realistic and practical. The young men should exalt and glorify the justice and let the good men succeed and the bad men disappear. It is a hell if there is no justice in our society and the life will become meaningless. Therefore, young men should work together to let our society improve.

(3) Create the age:

Facing the 21st century, there are lots of challenges and objectives lying there for us to achieve. “Youth is challenged by the age and the age is created by the youth.” Young men only need to grasp the opportunities and make all efforts to create a new world. Meanwhile, our society also have to follow the vein of the ear and to keep up the various changes to meet a complete innovative society.

(4) Promote the peace:

We should avoid confrontation and conflicts when dealing with people. We have learned a great lesson from the Word War II. Peace is the only way to bring us happiness. We, young men, are the main force of the society. We not only should obey our parents, respect our teachers and keep a wide-open heart to put the philosophy of life of service to real practice so as to achieve the goal of promoting the peace to the whole world.
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