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ABSTRACT 

This presentation will start by describing what the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (WSSD, or Johannesburg Summit) is.  It will explore 
its history, issues and key points, results of the Prepcoms, and future of 
WSSD.  In particular, key issues including: goals and targets; corporate 
accountability; and sustainable development governance will be examined in 
this presentation.  Through its examination, limits to  $B!H (Bgovernance from 
above $B!I (B based on governmental negotiations will be highlighted. 

The presentation will explore the reason why WSSD as well as other summits 
have not worked well so far.  It is argued that it is because there is a 
lack of concrete and effective mechanism for implementation, in addition to 
conflicting national interests of each nation. 

What is such a mechanism?  The presentation will maintain that it is a 
network, i.e. a global network of people, citizens, NGOs, CSOs and existing 
networks.  Through this worldwide network, by fully utilizing Internet, a 
large number of people could share current situations of the world, their 
root causes, a vision of a sustainable society in peace and what to be done 
for a realization of such a society, thereby making people take a collective 
action to make a difference on both a local, national and global scale. 

The presentation will thus show the importance of networking of peoples, 
citizens, NGOs, CSOs and existing networks on a global scale, which is an 
effective mechanism for implementation for any plans of actions including 
environmental degradation, poverty, conflicts, globalization.  This sort of 
network could be called as  $B!H (Bsustainable development governance from below 
$B!I (B 
.  World Civil Society Forum itself is argued to be a very platform of such 
governance. 

With this in mind, this presentation call for World Civil Society Forum to 
propose WSSD the importance of networking of the above-mentioned actors be 
understood, thereby an element of  $B!H (Bgovernance from below $B!I (B be 
incorporated 
into WSSD final documents and its follow-up for effective implementation. 

