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Lan-Yu is tiny island off Taiwan's east coast in the Pacific Ocean and is about 400 kilometers form Taiwan's national capital, Taipei. The island is the home of Yamis, one of Taiwan's 10 major indigenous tribes. Due to its isolation and unique culture, Lan-Yu has been widely considered an ideal place to implement aboriginal autonomy and to nurture one of the most distinctive ocean cultures.

However, unclear waste stored in the island has hindered the Yamis from building a safe and secure dream home. Since 1982, Lan-Yu became home to some 97,000 barrels of nuclear waste produced by three nuclear power plants operated by the state-owned Taiwan Power Company. The decision was made without consulting the Yamis during the times of authoritative rule.

Over the years, the Yamis found that the radioactive waste has not been store appropriately: some 30,000 barrels of the waste have began to rust and leak. Birth defects and increased prevalence of cancer in the population have generated fear amongst the Yamis. The Yamis see nuclear waste as an evil spirit, with assistance of NGOs and their church organizations, the Yamis have protested but the nuclear waste is still on the island.

Being an island that experience frequent typhoons- and earthquake, the danger of contamination is not limited to the Yamis but everyone. It is Lan-An's hope, that, by bringing up this issue, we would be able to initiate further debate and discussions and hopefully bring about international cooperation in combating nuclear wastes.

