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UNGA-Link UK is appreciative of the opportunity to present at this Forum its three proposals on promoting international cooperation. The first is aimed at promoting cooperation within international civil society, and the other two both within international civil society and between it and UN member-states.

PROPOSAL (1) IS FOR A WORLD CIVIL SOCIETY LIAISON BODY

Its underlying principle is that the section of international civil society concerned with global governance*, composed of forums, networks, the UN-NGO bodies, people’s assemblies and peaceful social movements, needs to ensure that its entities are allies, not competitors, for a better world. [*Such as Association of World Citizens/World Citizens Assembly, CIVICUS, CONGO, Forum for World Peace, Millennium/Global Peoples Assembly, Montreal International Forum, The Peoples’ UN, Ubuntu, WANGO, WCSF, World Federalist Movement, WFUNA, World Social Forum.]

The proposal therefore is that WCSF should initiate discussions with other entities on the possibility of establishing a World Civil Society Liaison Body for ensuring harmonious and cooperative relations. The Liaison Body could, for example, seek to avoid date clashes of events, such as those occurring this year, with the World Federalist Movement holding its 24th World Congress in London at the same time as this Forum is held in Geneva, and an overlap in October of the Montreal International Forum and the World Forum for Peace in Austria.

More fundamentally, we need to keep in mind that no single entity can claim to represent all the governance section of international civil society, whereas if the entities keep together structurally we might win public recognition as the world’s civil society counterpart of the governments of the UN’s member-states.

An impartial secretariat would be required, for which help or advice could be sought from the Non-Governmental Liaison Service and the Union of International Associations.

PROPOSAL (2) IS TO MAKE THE UN’s MILLENNIUM DECLARATION A SHARED GLOBAL AGENDA

This proposal is based on: Firstly, adjacent paragraphs of the UN’s Millennium Declaration of Heads of State and Government. The last paragraph in Section 30 inviting civil society to contribute to the realization of the UN’s objectives opens the door to our relating to Section 31, which requests the Secretary-General to report, and the General Assembly to review, progress made on implementing the provisions of the Millennium Declaration, on a regular basis. 

Secondly, the principle of specific accreditation of non-governmental representatives to the General Assembly, proposed by the Commission on Global Governance in 1995, and adopted by the GA’s High-Level Working Group on the Strengthening of the United Nations System in 1996.

These considerations justify a proposal to seek accreditation of WCSF representatives as observers to the UN General Assembly and its Main Committees, primarily to monitor progress on implementation of the provisions of the UN’s Millennium Declaration. WCSF could then add its own assessment of progress-in-implementation to those of the S-G and the GA, based on the observers’ reports.












*  *  *  *  *

Other international civil society governance entities might wish to do likewise. If the GA were to grant sufficient accreditations, and the non-governmental assessments were seen to contribute to the momentum of implementing the Declaration’s provisions, the arrangement might be extended to other areas of the GA’s work, and could eventually lead to the representatives being constituted as a subsidiary organ of the GA under Article 22 of the Charter.

PROPOSAL (3) IS TO INITIATE A GLOBAL POLICY NETWORK ON PREVENTING ARMED CONFLICT

This proposal is derived from two reports of the UN Secretary-General: We the peoples: the role of the United Nations in the twenty-first century (A/54/2000) and Prevention of Armed Conflict
(A/55/985-S/2001/574). In the former, “global policy networks” are described as “coalitions for change” which “bring together international institutions, civil society and private sector organizations, and national governments, in pursuit of common goals”. 

Prevention of armed conflict, which has the endorsements of the Security Council and the General Assembly, carries a pledge “to move the United Nations from a culture of reaction to a culture of prevention”. In effect, after five and a half decades of neglect of Chapter VI of the Charter (Pacific Settlement of Disputes), the UN now recognizes that prevention is better than “cure” (that is, enforcement measures under Chapter VII). The Report also recognizes that preventing armed conflict is not the preserve of the Security Council and member states (as is the case with enforcement measures) but requires the cooperation of  “outside actors, such as regional organizations, NGOs, civil society and the business community”. Moreover, the GA resolution approving the Report “invites civil society actors to consider the report and the recommendations addressed to them” (Go Between 2001, no.87). 

With these legitimizations, it is proposed that WCSF should endeavour to initiate a Global Policy Network on Preventing Armed Conflict. Advice could be sought from within the UN on approaches to some governments to consider the proposal. If the Global Policy Network is established, it could consider any of the means for the peaceful settlement of disputes given in Article 33(1) of the UN Charter, both in general and as applied to a particular dispute. The Policy Network might also decide to discuss the proposal for a UN Dispute Settlement Service, which was initially proposed by Sierra Leone in 1994 and remains on the agenda of the GA Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on Strengthening of the Role of the Organization.

KEYWORDS: 

International cooperation

A global agenda

Preventing wars

