Global IDP Project/Norwegian Refugee Council presentation at the World Civil Society Forum (WGHR 5, 17 July 2002):

The UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement – human rights and humanitarian law merged into one operational instrument

1) Introduction: Background to the UN Guiding Principles (GP)

(UN SRSG’s mandate, why the GPs?, how developed?, issues covered by the GPs, current acceptance and use, soft law or…?)

2) Complementarity between human rights and humanitarian law provides more comprehensive protection of displaced persons

(discussion of key human rights and humanitarian law instruments’ contribution to the GPs)

3) Application of human rights and humanitarian law to internal displacement generates operational soft-law: the Guiding Principles

(GPs “push the envelope” and restate HR and IHL making it applicable to IDPs, gray areas and gaps in HR and IHL filled by the Guiding Principles)
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