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PRESENTATION OBJECTIVES:

Participants attending this session will be able to:

· Recognise the particular difficulties facing remote populations, particularly indigenous people, in complex emergencies;

· Understand the gap between particular situations and donor driven approaches to health policy.

PROJECTS:
Health Unlimited has been assisting indigenous communities and government health services in Peru (Ayacucho Department) and Guatemala (Totonicapan and El Quiche Departments) to re-establish and extend health care services in remote, rural areas. Projects in both these countries have sought to ensure the inclusion of communities in the provision of health care including government health services. Culturally appropriate approaches to the development of community-based services have been a fundamental principle of these projects and have thus sought to re-affirm and strengthen the role of indigenous health systems in the development of interventions to address health problems in the project areas.

RESULTS

Solid achievements in community based approaches that have led to a burgeoning civil society organisation of community health agents in Ayacucho, Peru.  Progress has been slower in Guatemala, but the basis for a network of community health care providers is beginning to emerge. In both project areas there is an increasing interest in and use made of natural medicinal plants. In some communities traditional medicine is the main, if not the only, resource for health care.  Links to government health services are improving but access to these services are constrained by significant geographic, financial and cultural barriers.  A long term developmental approach is needed to address these barriers. Long term funding to support this approach has been difficult to secure. It is possible that without considerable assistance for capacity building in marginalised communities – such as those of Peru and Guatemala - some of the very poorest could be further marginalised by current donor-driven initiatives to meet international development targets.
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