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DEAR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

IT IS A GREAT HONOUR AND PLEASURE FOR ME TO REPRESENT THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION CENTRE AT THIS VERY IMPORTANT GATHERING.OUR JOB IS INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.

TODAY, I WANT TO INFORM, INSPIRE, AND ENTHOUSIAST YOU ON THE THREE FOLLOWING POINTS:

1. GROWING PHILANTHROPIC COOPERATION 

2. CONVENING: FOUNDATIONS ON A GLOBAL SCALE 

3. BUILDING GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS

THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION CENTRE

THE FIRST POINT I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE IN THIS SESSION, TODAY, IS OUR MISSION EFC: WHAT IT IS ABOUT AND WHAT EXACTLY IT IS WE DO.

OUR WORK IS DEDICATED TO STRENGHTEN CIVIL SOCIETY THROUGH ADVANCING PHILANTHROPY IN EUROPE AND INTERNATIONALLY.

WE NOT ONLY PROMOTES BUT ALSO UNDERPINS THE WORK OF FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATE FUNDERS ACTIVE IN AND WITHIN EUROPE. WE HELP NURTURE EFFORTS AIMED AT SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT, ACCOUNTABLE AND SUSTAINABLE FUNDERS THROUGHOUT THE NEW EUROPE, PARTICULARLY WHEN THIS FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHT TO ASSOCIATE PRIVATE CAPITAL FOR PUBLIC BENEFIT NEEDS FOSTERING.

TODAY, WE SERVE A CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 200 MOST IMPORTANT AND LEADING FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATE FUNDERS, ASSOCIATES AND SUBSCRIBERS AS WELL AS A FURTHER 48,000 ORGANSIATIONS LINKED THROUGH A NETWORK OF INFORMATION AND SUPPORT CENTRES IN 37 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE.

OUR THREE MAIN PRIORITIES ARE

· REPRESENTATION AND MONITORING 

· CONVENING 

· PUBLIC INFORMATION/PUBLIC SERVICE

OUR MOST POWERFUL TOOL IS TO INITIATE COOPERATION AND COALITION.

THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION CENTRE'S ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONFERENCE.

THIS IS THE SECOND POINT I WOULD LIKE TO INFORM YOU ABOUT IS OUR ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONFERENCE. EVERY YEAR WE HOLD AN ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN WHICH FOUNDATION AND CORPORATE FUNDERS REPRESENTATIVES COME TOGETHER, EXCHANGE EXPERTICE, KNOWLEDGE, PRACTICES AND FORGE JOINT PROJECTS.

DURING THESE VARIOUS MEETINGS A BETTER UNDERSTANDING AMONG FOUNDATIONS IS STIMULATED AND THEY LEAD IN MOST CASES TO JOINT INITIATIVES. THEY LEAD TO REAL COOPERATIONS WITH AND AMONG FOUNDATIONS AND COROPORATE FUNDERS. WE HAVE A GROUP OF OVER 300 FOUNDATIONS WORKING TOGETHER ON CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE ISSUES: THE GRANTMAKERS EAST GROUP.

IN THE YEAR 2000, THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION CENTRE, CHAIRED BY RIEN VAN GENDT OF THE VAN LEER GROUP FOUNDATION, MADE INITIAL PLANS TO FORM AN INTEREST GROUP FOR FUNDERS INTERESTED IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. DURING THE ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONFERENCE OF 2001, IN STOCKHOLM, THE INTEREST GROUP WAS CREATED AND A FIRST IMPORATNT MEETING WAS HELD. A COOPERATION AMONG INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATIONS SAW THE DAYLIGHT. THIS INTEREST GROUP ON SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA NOW CONVENES FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATE FUNDERS WITH A VIEW TO FACILITATING NETWORKING AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE, STIMULATING CRITICAL REFLECTION ON GRANTMAKING POLICIES AND PRACTICE TOWARDS INCREASING FUNDERS' EFFECTIVENESS, FOSTERING COOPERATION AND ENCOURAGING NEW DONOR ACTIVITY IN THE REGION.

THE SAME HAPPENED LATER THAT YEAR WITH THE CREATION OF A LATINAMERICA INTEREST GROUP. THIS GROUP SEEKS TO INCREASE THE LEVEL OF PHILANTHROPY IN THE REGION, ENCOURAGES AND FACILITATES PATNERSHIPS BETWEEN FOUNDATIONS, BUSINESSES AND PUBLIC AUTHORITIES, AND ENHANCES THE GRANTMAKING CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF INDEPENDENT FUNDERS ACTIVE IN LATIN AMERICA. THE INTEREST GROUP WILL ATLEAST CONVENE ONCE PER YEAR AND FACILITATE PEER-TO- PEER EXCHANGES: AND DEVELOPPING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE EU INSTITUTIONS, THE WORLD BANK, THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER KEY INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

THESE INTEREST GROUP ARE NOT ONLY CATEGORISED BY REGION, THERE ARE ASLO INTEREST GROUPS AND WORKING GROUPS ON YOUTH, HEALTH, EDUCATION, MIGRATION AND MANY MORE.

EVERY YEAR MORE THAN 500 FUNDERS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD COME TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONFERENCE MEETING, WITH THE AIM TO LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES LEADING TO JOINT INITIATIVES.

EVERYTHING BUILDS UP TO THIS GATHERING, INTEREST GROUPS MEET, COMMITTEES COME TOGETHER, IN OTHER TERMS THIS IS THE PLACE WHERE COOPERATION HAPPENS. IT IS THE LARGEST WORLD GATHERING OF INTERNATIONAL FUNDERS.

OUR NEXT BIG MEETING WILL BE TITLED " FOUNDATIONS IN EUROPE: CITIZENS VERSUS THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBALISATION" AND IT WILL BE TAKING PLACE ON 1-3 JUNE 2002 IN LISBON, PORTUGAL.

THE FUNDAMENTAL CHALLENGE OF GLOBALISATION IS TO RECONCILE THE NOTION THAT LIBERAL CAPITALISM IS THE BEST SYSTEM TO GENERATE WEALTH, WITH THE REALITY THAT GLOBALISATION IS ACCOMPANIED BY A SEVERE INEQUALITY OF ACCESS TO THAT WEALTH; INCLUDING ACCESS TO HEALTH, SECURITY AND GOOD ENVIRONMENT. CIVIL SOCIETY, ALONG WITH PARTNERS IN GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS, MUST FORM THIS NEW FORM OF PARADIGM FOR PHILATHROPY THAT ENSURES "GREATER WEALTH- GREATER EQUALITY". THESE ISSUES AND CHALLENGES BROUGHT ABOUT GLOBALSIATION WILL BE THE FOCUS OF NEXT YEAR'S ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONFERENCE IN LISBON.

WE HAVE ENTERED AN ERA OF INTERDEPENDENCE. WE CAN NO LONGER DO THINGS ON OUR OWN. SO, LET US BUILD COALITIONS TOGETHER ...IT IS NOT EASY BUT IT IS THE ONLY WAY TO DO IT IN AN EFFECTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL WAY.

CHALLENGE OF GLOBALISATION

THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11th MAY VERY WELL HAVE PUT TO REST THE LINGERING DOUBTS ABOUT THE NECESSITY FOR'CHANGE IN OUR THINKING ABOUT AND OUR APPROACHES T-.O ABDRESSING GLOBAL CHALLENGES. THAT TRAGIC DAY CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED THE NEED FOR EVER-CLOSER COOPERATION AMONG EUROPEAN COUNTRIES; AND BETWEEN EUROPE, THE UNITED STATES, RUSSIA AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH IN FOSTERING INTER-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AND TOLERANCE, DEMOCRACY, PEACE, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GREATER EQUALITY WORLDWIDE. THE INCREAS~NGINTERNATIONAL SPIRIT OF EUROPEAN FOUNDATIONS MUST CONTRIBUTE TO THIS ENDEAVOUR - IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT AT NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL AND SUPRA- NATIONAL LEVELS.

IN A POST-SEPTEMBER 1 1th WORLD A -STRONG FOUNDATION COOPERATION IN EUROPE AND IN THE WORLD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER.

SPECIFIC FEATURES OF FOUNDATIONS

WHAT CAN FOUNDATIONS DO THAT OTHER ORGANISATIONS OR GOVERNMENTS CANNOT?

FOUNDATION AND FOUNDATION LEADERS CAN SPEARHEAD COOPERATION AND ACT AS CHANGE AGENTS. FOUNDATIONS CAN STEP AHEAD OF THE GAME OR STEP BACK. THEY CAN ACT AS CATALYSTS FOR CHANGE AND THEY CAN MOBILISE IDEAS AND PEOPLE.

FOUNDATIONS CAN MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROCESS OF ENHANCING EUROPE'S ROLE IN THE WORLD, IN AS MUCH AS THEY HAVE THE EXPERIENCE AND NETWORKS TO REACH OUT TO PARTS OF SOCIETY WHICH GOVERNMENTS CANNOT REACH.

FOUNDATIONS EXHIBIT THE CONTINUITY AND INDEPENDENCE ESSENTIAL TO BRING TOGETHER DIFFERENT SOCIAL PLAYERS TO HELP DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT RESPONSES TO THE DIVERSE SOCIO-ECONOMIC, ENVIRONMENTAL, EDUCATIONAL, HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES FACING THE WORLD TODAY.

FURTHERMORE, FOUNDATIONS HAVE THE CAPACITY TO LEVERAGE RESOURCES AND THE EXPERTISE TO CHANNEL FUNDS THROUGH A VARIETY OF RE-GRANTING TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES.

WORLDWIDE INITIATIVES FOR GRANTMAKERS SUPPORT: A GLOBAL PHILANTROPIC NETWORK

THE THIRD AND FINAL POINT I WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT TODAY IS WINGS, OR THE WORLDWIDE INITIATIVES FOR GRANTMAKER SUPPORT. WINGS IS A GLOBAL PHILANTHROPIC NETWORK OF GRANTMAKER ASSOCIATIONS AND SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS. THE NETWORK ASSISTS PARTICIPATING ASSOCIATIONS AND SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS IN THEIR WORK TO STRENGHTEN THE PHILANTHROPIC SEGMENT OF CIVIL SOCIETY. THE WINGS NETWORK INCLUDES MORE THAN 85 ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANISATIONS. IT IS ALSO A MEETING PLACE FOR THOSE ENGAGED IN BUILDING THE INSTITUTIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE TO PROMOTE PHILANTHROPY AROUND THE WORLD.

THE WORLDWIDE INITIATIVES FOR GRANTMAKER SUPPORT IS A MECHANISM FOR STRATEGIC VISIONING, FOR COMMUNICATION AND COORDINATION, AND FOR STRENGHTENING THE INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITY OF GRANTMAKER ASSOCIATIONS AND SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS SO THAT THEY CAN BEST SERVE GRANTMAKERS. THE ORGANISATION IN THIS NETWORK PROVIDES VARIOUS KINDS OF SUPPORT TO THOUSANDS OF GRANTMAKERS IN MORE THAN 50 COUNTRIES.

WE ARE VERY HONOURED THAT AS OF JANUARY 2003, WE WILL HOST THE WINGS SECRETARIAT IN OUR HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS.

CONCLUSION

AND NOW, IN CONCLUSION, THE MAIN MESSAGE I TRY TO PASS TODAY, IN AN EVER MORE INTERDEPENDENT WORLD, THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION CENTRE AND ITS MEMBERS WORKING TOGETHER IN COOPERATION, IN COALITION WITH THEIR NETWORKS OF GRANTEES, NATIONAL (like the National Associations of Donors), INTERNATIONAL (like the UN and the World Bank) AND SUPRA- NATIONAL LEVEL ORGANISATIONS (like the EU Institutions). WE WANT YOU TO BE PART OF THIS. I LOOK FORWARD SEEING YOU ALL, NOT ONLY ON THE ROAD TO LISBON BUT ALSO IN LISBON ITSELF IN JUNE 2003.

FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR UPCOMING ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONFERENCE, WHICH WILL BE HELD 1-3 JUNE 2003 IN LISBON IN PORTUGAL, CAN OF COURSE LEAVE ME THEIR CONTACT DETAILS AT THE END OF THE SESSION.

I WILL ALSO BE STAYING FOR THE WHOLE FORUM, SO SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS, I WILL BE MORE THAN DELIGHTED TO FURTHER DISCUS THEM WITH YOU.

IF THERE WOULD BE ONE THING TO REMEMBER FROM THIS SPEECH, IT IS THE FOLLOWING: IN AN INTERDEPENDENT WORLD, COOPERATIONS ARE THE ONLY WAYS TO BE EFFECTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL. WE WANT YOU TO BE PART OF IT WITH US.

I THANK YOU VERY MUCH AND WISH YOU A PLEASANT EVENING.

