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Transparency 2:

UN Convention against Torture and 

Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Article 2, paragraph 1

Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction.

Article 16, paragraph 1

Each State Party shall undertake to prevent in any territory under its jurisdiction other acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment which do not amount to torture…..
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UN Convention against Torture 

and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Selected State obligations related to Prevention of Torture
States Parties to the Convention must, among others: 

· refrain from the practise of torture;

· do everything appropriate to prevent it, especially in legislation, administration, the judicial system, education and information;

· ensure the prohibition of torture is part of training of relevant government personnel (e.g. police, military, medical professionals, etc.);

· ensure that statements obtained under torture are not admitted as evidence against the person tortured;

· keep methods of interrogation, custody and treatment of detained persons under systematic review;

· not expel or return a person to a country where he/she is at risk of torture
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APT Framework for Prevention

1. Time frame of Human Rights Violations :

Before
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Prevention 


Urgent Actions

Rehabilitation

2. Prevention in the General Context of Fighting against Torture :

	Prevention
	Denunciation
	Rehabilitation

	(before)
	(during)
	(after)

	· Anticipate and reduce risks

· Avoid the re-occurrence of the violation
	· Stop the violation
	· Reduce the consequences of the violation

· Avoid the re-occurrence of the violation

	· Standard-setting 
	· Access to the victims
	· Reparation for the victims (medical, financial, legal remedies) by the State and/or those responsible for committing the violations

	· Creation of monitoring and control mechanisms 
	· Reports on implementation of norms and standards 
	· 

	· Strengthening the judiciary and case-law
	· Urgent appeals through media et NGO networks in order to mobilise public opinion and the international protective mechanisms 
	· Punishment of culprits through national or international jurisdiction 

	· Identification of risk situations

· Identification people at risk

· Identification exposed professions
	· Creation of solidarity networks 
	· Victims' right to truth 

	· Awareness raising and training
	· Relief and assistance (in order to face immediate needs of the victims)
	· Public recognition of wrong doing 

	
	
	· Guarantees of non-repetition

	· Work with medium and long term perspective
	· Emergency work with short term perspective 
	· Work with short and long term perspective

	« Environment building »
	« Responsive reaction »
	« Remedial action »
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Prevention of Torture : 

Selected Activities

AIMS:


· Anticipate and reduce the risks

· Avoid the re-occurrence of the violation

ACTIVITIES AND MEANS:

· standard – setting (e.g. work on norms, laws, regulations)

· creation of control and verification mechanisms (e.g. visiting mechanisms)

· strengthening the judiciary and case-law

· identification of risk situations, persons at risk and professions at risk

· training of persons in contacts with detainees, etc. 

· creation of public awareness and vigilance

RESULTS AND PERSPECTIVES:

· Medium and long-term work  = “environment building”
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Draft Optional Protocol to the

UN Convention against Torture

States Parties shall have two basic obligations:

1. to accept the visits of an international Committee of Experts

2. to create or designate an independent and impartial national visiting mechanism

The international mechanism shall:
1. be able to visit any place of detention at any time, have access to any part of the place of detention and be able to interview any detainee privately

2. make confidential recommendations to the State Party on how to improve the situation in order to prevent torture

The national mechanism shall:

1. be able to visit any place of detention at any time, have access to any part of the place of detention and be able to interview any detainee privately

2. make a public report at least once a year
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