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Elly Pradervand talked about the importance of the advancement of women as being key to achieving any development goal.  She defined the terms gender, women empowerment, gender equality, gender mainstreaming, and stressed the great work done by many NGO’s in gender mainstreaming.  After describing several of women’s empowerment programs of WWSF, Ms. Pradervand pointed out how one program had identified two indigenous women leaders, Catarina Gomez Ixmata from Guatemala and Julia Ramos Sanchez from Bolivia, who were invited as speakers to the WCSF. Development strategies aiming only at economic growth are not helping to achieve a type of development which is humane and sustainable.  Gender disparities are harmful to both men and women, therefore men need to change their attitude and not put women’s issues on the back burner. The power imbalance between men and women prevents women from enjoying their basic human rights.  Ms. Pradervand recommended that civil society form pressure groups to demand gender equality, that it strive to eliminate worldwide poverty, and that people in developed countries live simpler lives in order to reduce the pillage of the environment.  

Anne-Marie Mukwayanzo talked about obstacles women in the Congo face, which prevent them from enjoying their basic human rights. Customs oppressing women are often followed despite the existence of written laws recognizing women’s rights. Fear of retaliatory curses often prevent women from claiming their rights. As poverty increases with the worsening economic situation, women become objects of merchandise as practices such as dowries take on increasing importance. The proliferation of evangelical churches are spreading a message to women recommending them to submit to their husbands. This is counter effective to efforts to make women aware of their rights. When money is tight boys always get preference with regards to education. Lack education reduces the ability of women to gain access to their rights. According to Ms. Mukwayanzo, the main obstacle for women is lack of access to sufficient amounts of credit to enable them to start a sustainable business and called for gender equality in this regard. Finally, she mentioned that discrimination against Pygmy women is even more alarming.  

Fati Ali Abdoulani stressed that the degradation of the environment and pollution impacts women who are their first victims.  The situation is worse in rural areas than in cities.  She expressed the hope the WCSF will help to promote the rights of women.

Pelpina Sahureka talked about the tragedy her country, the Moluccas, has been and is still being subjected to as a result of waves of colonizers including 350 years by the Dutch, followed by the Japanese and for the past 55 years by Indonesia.  She said that women in her culture were traditionally respected and her people maintained a gender balance and lived in harmony with nature. Before white man arrived he had the Bible and the indigenous people had their land, but after colonization the white man possessed the land while the Indigenous people were only left with the Bible. This lead to the destruction of nature. Today there is an awareness of the need to protect nature and civil society is looking to indigenous peoples in order to learn how to live more harmoniously with nature. This reflects the need the world has for indigenous peoples.

After the speakers there was little time for discussion. Ruben Ortiz (Guatemala) stated the need to propose solutions.  

